
 
Russian Immersion PPS​- 11th/12th grades 2019-2020 

 
Franklin High School 
 
Instructor: Zoya Surits (Зоя Михайловна Суриц) 
E-mail: ​zsurits@pps.net 
Room: M-116 
Class time: Day B, period 7. 
 
Course Description 
 
Students will continue developing their communicative skills of speaking, listening, 
reading, and writing in Russian. Students will explore monthly assigned topics, and 
gain insights into different perspectives about Russia  through outreach by 
communicating and discussions with Russian peers, local community members, and 
Russian teachers. The purpose is to develop students’ cultural sensitivity and 
judgment while developing their language skills and abilities to analyze complex 
issues/concepts by comparing, contrasting, and conducting research. The course 
will be aligned with the Russian Prototype AP  Language exam’s cultural topics, 
language proficiencies for language accuracy, and cultural competency. The 
assessment/ major deliverable of this course is to prepare students to pass the 
Russian Prototype AP Language Exam and continue developing their language 
abilities in Russian. 
 
Main topics of the course: 
 
1) Leisure: ​What does what I like say about me? 
 
Concepts ​: Time, Community 

Skills ​: Capturing audience’s Attention, tailoring message to audience’s needs, 
identifying pertinent details 

Place-based Project ​: Digitally-enhanced promotional campaign  for a local 
leisure activity of community relevance 

 
2) Race:​ ​How do we inspire change? 

Concepts ​: Systems, Social Constructs 

Skills ​: Using prior knowledge to improve understanding, Identifying subjectivity, 
Conveying opinions 

Place-based Project ​: Geo-tagged tour of art or other artefacts related to race in 
the local community 
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3) Human Rights and Activism: ​What is the difference between survival and living? 

Concepts ​: Systems, Cycles, Precedent 

Skills ​: Understanding diverse perspectives, Informing the general public 

Place-based Project ​: Mobile augmented reality experience that explores a 
human rights issue affecting/has affected members of the local community 

 
The curriculum for this course is being developed as a collaborative project of 3 teams: 
the University of Oregon, Portland State University and Franklin High School.  
 
Prerequisite 
 
Students in this course will be expected to be at a minimum proficiency level of 
Intermediate High/ Advanced Low in Russian. 
 
 
Priority standards and final proficiencies 
 
Global Competency 
 
Students will investigate the world beyond their immediate environment and 
recognize their own and others' perspective in becoming global citizens according 
to the Global Competence Matrix (www.edsteps.org). 
  
Language Proficiency 
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In this course, students will continue to improve proficiency in listening, speaking, 
reading and writing modalities with the eventual goal of reaching the Advanced 
Proficiency level or higher according to the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines. 
 
  
Academic vocabulary 
 
Specific academic vocabulary related to local and global issues, advanced level 
vocabulary including idioms, complex syntax, formal writing, and formal oral 
presentation styles. 
 
 
Resources: 
 

1. Russian literature and books translated into Russian (variety) 
2. Russian newspapers/magazines/Internet resources 

 
Essential materials: 
❏ Three-ring binder (2 ½’’) 
❏ Dividers 
❏ Paper 
❏ Pencils, eraser, highlighters and markers 
❏ Composition Notebook 

 
Expected Attitude and behavior 
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1. Be on time to class and be prepared for class. Materials and homework are 
out. 

2. Be courteous and respectful. Respect the rights and feelings of others.  
3. Be culturally appropriate. Hats are to be removed during class. Gum is not 

allowed in the class. Bring your own water bottle.  
4. Keep the classroom neat and desks clean. 
5. Keep only your Russian materials on your desk. 
6. Students can use cell phones or Ipads for academic purposes only if teacher 

allows. 
 
Academic standards. 
 

1. Participate in class. Russian will be the only language spoken in class. 
2. Study at home and take advantage of the tutorial time at school.  
3. Homework will be posted on our Google classroom website and hard copied. 

Homework should be completed there or in the written form. 
 
Grading Policy: 
 
A=90-100%, B=80-89%, C=70-79%, D=60-69%, F=0-59% 
 
Grades are weighed. Final grades are comprised of the following: 
 

1. Summative assessments  
(Quizzes, Final Exams, Presentations, and Projects) 40% 

2. Unit assignments 20% 
3. Daily classwork/classroom participation 10% 
4. Formative Assignments  

(Vocabulary, Chapter Tests, Grammar,  homework) 30% 
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So that I have your correct information, please have your child return this portion 
to me. 
 
Student’s name __________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent’s name (1)  _______________________________________________________ 
 
Parent’s e-mail (1)  ________________________________________________________ 
 
Cell phone     (1)  ________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent’s name (2)  ________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent’s e-mail (2)  ________________________________________________________ 
 
Cell phone     (2)  ________________________________________________________ 
 
Other responsible adult (and relationship) (3)  
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail (3)  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Cell phone     (3)  ________________________________________________________ 
 
Home phone ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Student’s email __________________________________________________________ 
 
Student’s cell phone______________________________________________________ 
 
Signature, verifying that you have 1) read the course expectations and 2) that the 
above information is correct. 
 
 
 
______________________________________
______________________________ 
Parent  Student 
 
 
 
 


